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THE HINDU

Twin towers to come up in
city at a cost of 1,251 crore

The towers housing offices will be linked to 3 metro stations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
RENGALURL
The State Cabinet on Mon-
day approved the construc-
tion of twin towers, housing
government  offices, at
Anand Rao Circle at an esti-
mated cost of ¥1,251 crore.
The proposed building
would come up on the PWD
land and is expected to pro-
vide skywalks from three
metro stations located in the

vicinity. It would be deve-
loped on the PPP model,
with not less than 25 floors
in each tower. Sources said
that the PWD was working
out a project to link three
modern skywalks, running
up to a few kilometres, to en-
sure access to offices for me-
tro commuters. These sky-
walks would link
Kempegowda metro station
at Majestic, Mantri Square

Sampige Road station and
Vidhana Soudha metro sta-
tion.

New Education Policy
Based on the recommenda-
tions of the task force of the
State, the Cabinet, which
met on Monday, approved
the implementation of the
New Education Policy.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 2
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Twin towers to come up In city

It has decided to refer
three private university
bills — New Horizon Un-
iversity Bill, 2020, The
Atria University Bill, 2020,
and The Acharya Universi-
ty Bill, 2020 - for its sub-
committee for a detailed
study.

However, the Cabinet
approved the University of
Horticultural  Sciences
(Amendment) Bill, 2020,
and the Protection of In-
terest of Depositors in Fi-
nancial Establishment
Bill, 2020, to safeguard

the interest of the deposi-
tors, particularly in priv-
ate limited banks. Both
these would be tabled in
the ongoing winter ses-

sion of the State
legislature.
Bhadra project

Among the major projects
approved by the State ca-
binet is the revised de-
tailed project report of the
Upper Bhadra Project
amounting to 321,473
crore.

The meeting presided
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by Chief Minister B.S. Ye-
diyurappa approved the
establishment of Centre
for Internet Ethical Things
in collaboration with In-
ternational Institute of In-
formation  Technology
(IITB), Bengaluru, and
World Economic Forum.
The cabinet reportedly
granted three acres of go-
mala land for agricultural
purposes to Nadoja Sa-
lumarada Thimmakka at
Madigondanahalli village
in Kuduru hobli, Magadi
taluk, Ramanagaram dis-

trict. It also approved ap-
pointment of PPP conces-
sionaires to implement
the energy efficiency pro-
jects in streetlights in all
urban local bodies and ci-
ty corporations of the
State where the estimated
cost exceeds 10,000
crore.

The Cabinet has report-
edly rejected granting per-
mission to carrying out
mining and transportation
activities round the clock
with respect of major min-
erals in the State.




Resident doctors stage protest,
‘demand risk allowance, stipend

- Govt. says stipend
hike includes risk
~allowance

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

: BENGALURU

: Demanding COVIDHI risk allo-
i wance, regular payment of sti-
: pend and exemption of ruition
: fee and complete functioning

i of non-COVID-19 care at Ban-

¢ galore Medical College and Re-
i search Institute (BMCRI), resi-
¢ dent {junior) doctors across
¢ the State have started an inde-
¢ finite protest from Monday.

i These doctors, who have
¢ come together under the ban-
¢ ner of Karnataka Association
i of Resident Doctors' (KARD)
: held a symbolic two-hour
| protest demonstration in front
¢ of their respective medical
i colleges.

: Association president Daya-
¢ nand Sagar said resident doc-
¢ tors will hold two-hour protest
: demonstrations wearing black
¢ badges in their respective col-
i leges everyday till their de-
¢ mands are met. “Although we
¢ have been working all through
¢ the pandemic risking our lives,
¢ we are not being paid any CO-

r

k (\ e o
i,

Doctors staging a protest at BMCRI in Bengaluru on

Monday. =k smuraLkumar

VIDH9 risk allowance. We de-
mand that this risk allowance
be given to all residents, in-
terns and undergraduates
who were on COVIDHS duty,”
he said.

As all postgraduates, house
surgeons and undergraduates
have been involved in CO-
VID-9 activities since the last
nine months, no proper clini-
cal academic activities have
been happening in medical
colleges across the State. “Ho-
wever, the government has
been collecting regular tuiticn
fees. We urge the government
to give us fee exemption for

2020-21," Dr. Sagar said. That
apart, senior residents who
have been working in various
institutes have not been paid
their rightful salary in many
institutes since their joining, a
statement from the associa-
tion said.

“Postgraduates in  Sanjay
Gandhi Instimute of Orthopaed-
ics and Indira Gandhi Institute
0f Child Health have not been
paid their revised stipend for
the past six months. House
surgeons have been working
tirelessly for COVIDHS care.
NEET PG as well as MBES ex-
ams have been postponed and

there is uncertainty hovering
around the current batch of
house surgeons regarding ex-
tension of internship. As per
the MEBS curriculum, intern-
ship has to be 365 days only
and internship should not be
extended,” he said. The doc-
tors met the Principal Secre-
tary (Medical Education) on
Monday and submitted their
demands. “We will meet the
Medical Education Minister on
Tuesday and decide on the
course of action,” he added.

Government's response
P.G. Girish, Director of Medical
Education, said the stipend of
the medicos had been in-
creased considerably amidst
the pandemic and that includ-
ed risk allowance. “Except for
T group employees, CO-
VIDH9 risk allowance is not be-
ing paid to amyone,” he said.

He also refuted the claim
that the doctors had not been
paid their stipend in the last
six months. “Let them show
us their bank statements.
There was a delay in releasing
the stipend for October. Ho-
wever, that is also under pro-
cess now,” Dr. Girish said.
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More delay in resumption of non- COVID 19 care at Victoria

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Even as resident doctors from
Bangalore Medical College and
Research Institute (BMCRI) are
on a protest demanding com-
plete functioning of non-CO-
VID-I9 care at the institute, of-
ficials from the Directorate of
Medical Education (DME) said
the resumption of non-CO-
VID-19 services will be further
delayed due to logistic issues.

The DME had earlier an-
nounced that non-COVID-19
care will resume in BMCRI
from December 1.

“While non-COVID-19 care
has begun at all BMCRI-affiliat-
ed hospitals (Vani Vilas,
PMSSY, Minto and Institute of
- Nephro Urology), it is getting
delayed at Victoria Hospital
owing to logistics. As the facili-
ty had been converted into a
dedicated COVID-29 care one,
no maintenance work had
been carried out in the last
nine months. We shifted the
existing COVIDA9 patients
from Trauma and Emergency

Vani Vilas Hospital in Bengaluru. srice pHoTo

Care Centre (TECC) to the
Tower Block in Victoria Hospi-
tal on Monday to carry out
maintenance work at TECC,”
said P.G. Girish, Director of
Medical Education.

He said the patients would

be shifted back to TECC after
the maintenance work and fol-
lowing this, Tower Block and
other wings of the hospital
would be cleaned and fumigat-
ed for non-COVID-19 care.
“Although we had planned
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to resume services from De-
cember 1, the process is getting
delayed. However, medical
students are being posted in
other hospitals  including
Bowring, Lady Curzon Medi-
cal College and Broadway hos-

pitals,” the doctor said, refus-
ing to commit on the next date
from when services would
resume.

Fear of second wave?
Sources said the Medical Edu-
cation Department was a little
apprehensive about resuming
non-COVID-19 care in the wake
of an imminent second wave.
“With experts warning that
the second wave will be sev-
ere, we are worried if there
will be an influx of COVID-19
patients. We will have to wait
and watch,” another senior of-
ficial said. However, the Karna-
taka Association of Resident
Doctors said medical students
were losing out on their practi-
cal classes due to the delay.
“The hospital once had a
staggering 3,000 outpatients a
day and 75-100 surgeries were
being conducted. But surge-
ons here have not touched the
scalpel in the last nine months.
Wie are at the risk of becoming
unskilled doctors,” KARD pre-
sident Dayanand Sagar said.



Come out with health scheme for
seniors in view of COVID-19: HC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnataka
on Monday asked the Union
and State governments to
come out with a scheme to
extend medical help to se-
nior citizens especially in
the light of the plight of aged
persons during COVID-19
pandemic.

While declining to issue
any directions to public or
private sector health insu-
rance companies to issue
specific insurance policies to

FROM THE COURT

senior citizens as sought in a
PIL petition, the Court also
directed both the govern-
ment to inform the available
schemes in relation to health
of senior citizens.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
SVishwajith Shetty issued
the direction during the
hearing of a PIL petition
filed by city-based Letzkit

Foundation.

Stating that the Court can-
not pass orders to issue poli-
cies either free of cost or at
affordable premium as the
policies are issued based on
various parameters, includ-
ing commercial factors, the
Bench reminded the Go-
vernments about apex
court’s verdict that right to
health is a fundamental right
of citizens while directing
government to come out
with a scheme to secure
health of senior citizens.

State registers less
than 1,00O cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State on Monday re-
ported 998 new cases of
COVID-19, taking the total
number of cases to
8,94,004. With 1 deaths,
the toll rose to 11,867, This
is apart from 19 deaths of
patients due to non-CO-
VID-19 reasons.

Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 501 cases, taking its tally
to 3,74,525. It was in June
last that the city had re-
corded around 500, after
which cases spiked. With
seven deaths coming from
Bengaluru, the toll in this
district rose to 4,190, Active
cases in Bengaluru touched
19,269, As many as 1,601
persons were discharged
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on Monday, taking the total
number of recoveries to
8,57,351. Of the remaining
24,767 active patients, 279
were being monitored in
the ICU. While the positivi-
ty rate for the day stood at
1.30 %, the Case Fatality
Rate (CFR) touched 1.10%.

Tests reduce

The number of tests re-
duced to 76,471 as against
the average over one lakh
conducted daily. Sources
said this was because the
number of samples collect-
ed and tested are usually
lesser onweekends. Mon-
day's 76,471 tests include
69,999 RT-PCR tests. With
this, the total number of
tests rose to 1,17,89,715.
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COVID-19: Deadline cannot be set for
making vaccine avaﬂable to all: Sudhakar

SPECIAL CORBESPONDENT
EENCALLURL

Refusing to set any deadline
for making COVID-19 vaccine
available to common persons
in the State, Health and Med-
ical Education Minister K.
Sudhakar on Monday said
that it was difficult to do so
until WHO or ICMR approves
the vaccine for public use.
“Vaccine protocol is et to
be arrived at. It is to be seen
whether vaccine has to be gi-
ven once or twice within a
reasonable time. We are ex-
pecting the availability of the
vaccine soon. But a specific
dateline for public vaccina-
tion cannot be set,” the Mi-
nister told the Legislative
Council on the opening day
of the winter session. While
there has been no vaccine for
many virus, 50 companies
are involved in vaccine deve-
lopment for COVID-19 of
which 25 companies have

— )

Minister for Health and
Medical Education K. Sudhakar
in the Legislative Council on
Monday, =k MuRsLIkUMAR

reached the clinical trial
stage, he pointed out.

Dr. Sudhakar said that an-
ticipating the availability of
the vaccine at the earliest,
the State government has
been preparing logistic sup-
port. “We have identified
about 2.7 lakh persons from
both public and private sec-
tors to receive the shots in
the first phase along with
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those in vulnerable groups
such as senior citizens and
those with comorbidities,”
he said, adding that third
phase trials for vaccine was
underway in the State.
When Congress member
P.R. Ramesh expressed his

concern over involvement of -
© any excess money charged

private sector in distribution
of vaccine, Dr. Sudhakar said

that though vaccination will -
. Health and Medical

be started through govern-
ment facilities, the private

sector will have to be roped -
in. “About 66,800 public per- -

sonnel and about 35,300
private sector personnel
have been identified for vac-
cination purpose,” he added.
To a question by Congress
member M. Narayanswamy
on whether patient details
had been compromised
SINCE patients Were receving
calls from agencies offering
help, Dr. Sudhakar said no
details had been given out.

Excess charge

- to be refunded

SPECIAL CORBRESPONDENT

© BENGALURLU

The government will ensure
that private hospitals return

for treatment beyond what
is fixed by the government,

Education Minister K.
Sudhakar has said.

As many as 122
complaints had been
received by the Suvarna

- Arogya Suraksha Trust for

overcharging and notices
have been issued to them

- for action. “The practice of

referring COVID-19 patients
to private hospitals had

- been stopped since there

were adequate beds
available in government

- facilities,” he added.




Air quality in Bengaluru
better this November: Study

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
RENGALURL

Data from the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
have revealed that pollution
levels for November in Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad and
Chennai were comparatively
better than that of November
2019, but still below the pre-
scribed WHO standards. This
conclusion was drawn by
Greenpeace India, which
analysed the data to find that
Bengaluru recorded only 12
days in the month where the
PM25 concentrationm re-
mained under the prescribed
WHO standards.

“The reduction in PM2.5
emissions ranged from 16-
37%, however, the air quality
in all three cities still remains
higher than the prescribed
WHO standards (25pg/m3),”
said Greenpeace India in a
press release.

In Bengaluru, the average

concentration of PM2.5 this
November recorded was
33.49%ug/m3 as compared to
40.33ug/m3 in November
2019, which means the aver-
age concentration of PM2.5
reduced by 16.96%, the re-
lease went on to note.

According to researchers,
Bapuji Nagar and Jayanagar
remained hotspots with an
average PM2.5 concentration
of 42ug/m3 and 39ug/m3 res-
pectively, BTM Layout was
the least polluted area with
an average PM2.5 concentra-
tion around 20pg/m3.

The Greenpeace India re-
port also linked deaths of air
pollution levels. “According
to an online tool developed
by 1QAIr AirVisual and Green-
peace Southeast Asia, air pol-
lution from PM2.5 and nitro-
gen dioxide were responsible
for 7,577; 6,228; and 6,374
premature deaths respective-
ly in Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
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and Chennai from January 4
to September 4, 2020,” read
the release,

Climate campaigner at
Greenpeace India, Avinash
Chanchal urged government
agencies to adopt clean ener-
gy reforms. “Apart from in-
dustries, vehicular pollution
continues to be a major
source of pollution in these
cities. Expansion of the city
area and population, along
with growth in economic ac-
tivities in the peri-urban
areas, has resulted in high
vehicle ownership rates. It's
high time that the govern-
ments and local authorities
adopt systemic reforms on
clean energy and transport
that includes promotion of
decentralized model of re-
newable energy, generation
of green jobs, measures ta-
ken to promote electric vehi-
cles and rebuilding trust in
public transport,” he said.
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DECCAN HERALD

CASESON
MONDAY

Sunday’s cases: 32,981
Deaths: 391

KARNATAKA

CASESON
MONDA

Sunday’s cases: 1,321

Deaths: 10

TILL 9.45 PM, SOURCE: DHNS/PTI

Norms for NY celebrations soon

Having prohibited public celebrations, Karnataka will
come out with detailed guidelines for celebrating the New
Year during the pandemic in aday or two, Health Minister
K Sudhakar informed the Legislative Council on Monday.
Sudhakar said that the government was prepared for a
possible second Covid-19 wave.

Docs on Covid grind not paid for months

Associationsays
69 hospitalsacross
state have defaulted

v

SURAKSHA P
BENGALURU, DHNS

enior resident doctors
(SRs) in 69 government
hospitals (district, taluk,
superspeciality and commu-

nity health centres) and med-
ical collegesacross Karnataka
haven't been paid salaries for
the past four months of the
pandemic, according to a list
shared by the Karnataka As-
sociation for Resident Doctors
(KARD).

Out of these, 16 hospitals
comeunderthe department of
medical education while 53 are
under the health department.

Holding a symbolic protest
on Monday, the KARD said
many doctors didn't receive
pay for three months.

Salary within a week: Sudhakar

Medical Education Minis-
ter Dr K Sudhakar assured
resident doctors that their
salaries will bereleased
withina week. “The
delayisdueto technical

Asperthedatashared bythe
association, 57 resident doc-
tors at the Shivamogga Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences wer-
en't paid for three months, 38
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reasons,” he said. Until
then, the administrative
bodies of the colleges have
been instructed to pay the
doctors.

Details on Page 3

atthe Chamrajnagar Institute
of Medical Sciences (CIMS)
weren't paid for two and a half
months, 54 at the Bangalore
Medical Collegeand Research

Institute (BMCRI) didn’t re-
ceive salary for two months,
while 80 doctors of the KR
Hospital, Mysore Medical
College and Research Institute
(MMCRI)wentwithout pay for
amonth,

Dr C P Nanjaraj, Dean,
MMCRI, told DHthat the doc-
tors haven't been paid only for
November. “We have to com-
pile the attendance from the
places where they were post-
ed. This will be done latest by
December15.”

» Doctors, Page 3



Active cases below 4L,
afirstin4-plus months

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELH|, DHNS

For the first time in four and
a half months, the number of
active Covid-19 cases in India
dropped below four lakh, as
the declining trend in fresh
CASEs continues,

According to the Union
Health Ministry, India re-
ported 3,96,729 lakh active
cases on Monday. This is the
lowest since Julv 20 when the
number of active cases was
pegged at less than four lakh
(3.90.459).

Daily fatalities also fell
below 400 on Monday after
maore than five months, even
as there are no signs of a sec-
ond peak vet.

As many as 391 Covid-19
deaths were reported in the
past 24 hours, with Delhi re-
porting the maximum casu-
alties (69), followed by West
Bengal (46)and Maharashira
(40).

“The drop in cases and
deaths compared to the daily
trends over the last four-five
months is definitely a re-
liefl,” said Giridhar Babu, an
epidemiologist at the Public
Health Foundation of India.
“With the daily cases in the
30,000 range and deaths in
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A couple in PPE exchanges
garlands after the bride
tested positive for Covid-19

in Baran, Rajasthan. reuters

the four-hundred range, it's
more of a plateau at refarive-
lv lower levels. The first wave
hasn't hit the bottom yet. The
good news is that the testing
numbers are alright ar the
national level.”

Not everyone, however,
s comvinced with such good
MEwWs.

“I am surprised why the
numbers haven't pickedupin
north India after Diwali and
Bihar elections. States like
UP and Bihar, that account
for 22%-23% of tests nation-
ally, report very few positive
cases.” health economist
Rijo John, a consultant o the
WHO and avisiting faculty at
[IM-Kozhiknde, told DH.



Cabinet clears
Bengaluru ‘twin
towers' project

BENGALURLU, DHNS: The Kar-
nataka Cabinet on Monday is
learnt to have approved the
constructhon of “twin towers
at Anand Rao Circle in Ben-
galuru at an estimated cost
ol Rs 1,251 crore. According
to sources, the building will
have up to 50 floors,

With an area of 15 lakh
sgft, the twin towers will
accommaodate 40% central
and 60% state government
offices. There will also be 25
common meeting halls. [twill
be connected to both Kempe-
gowdaand Mantri Mall Metro
stations.

An elevated pathway to
Vidhana Soudha is also pro-
posed, sources said.
Details on Page 4
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Hosur line doubling a boost
for long-distance trains

Work may be completed by

2022-end or early 2023

RASHEED KAPPAN
BENGALURU, DHNS

r I"he bids opened recently
for the doubling of the
Yeshwantpur-Channa-

sandra and Baiyappanahalli-
Hosur lines by the Kamataka
Rail Infrastructure Company
(K-RIDE) could alter the dy-
namics of long-distance rail-
way connectivity to Bengalu-
ru. The new Baiyappanahalli
terminal will play a big role in
this shift.

It is estimated that the
track-doubling will be com-
pleted either by 2022-end or
early 2023, Work on the Bai-
yappanahalli-Hosur stretch
has already begun,

“Doubling the line will ease
schedules of trains bound for
Palakkad, Coimbatore, Kan-

yakumari and other destina-
tions,” rail analyst Sanjeev
Dyamannavar told D,

Enhanced capacity of the
Haosur line could help the rail-
ways introduce more trains to-
wards Kerala and Tamil Nadu
from the Baivappanahalli ter-
minal. Currently, many trains
bound for Kanyakumari and
Coimbatore are forced to take
the Jolarpettai route to avoid
the congested Hosur line.

The projects are to be ex-
ecuted in three packages in-
clusive of signalling outdoor
works at the Yeshwantpur
bypass, Lottegollahalli, Heb-
bal, Banaswadi, Bellandur,
Heelalige, Anekal Road and
Maranavakanahalli; major
and minor bridges/Road Un-
der Bridges (RUB).

Tenders for doubling the

. Baiyappanahalli -Hosur|

N Puram

48-km Baivappanahalli-Hosur
line were floated about three
VEArsago.

But nothing much moved
thereafter as the state govern-
ment and the South Western
Railway (SWR) could not strike
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998 new Covid
cases in state,
11 fatalities

BENGALURL, DHNS: Karnata-
ka, on Monday, reported 998
new cases of Covid-19 and 11
related fatalities, taking the
total number of infections 1o
8.94.004and the deathtollto
11,867 The day also saw 1,601
patients getting discharzed
after recovery, A total of
76,471 samles were tested
on Monday alone. As many
as 6,472 among them were
rapid antigen tests.

Out of the fresh cases
reported, 501 were from
Bengaluru Urban alone.
Seven out of the total deaths
reported are from Bengalu-
ru Urban. Among the districts
where the new cases were
reported, Chikkaballapur
accounted for 48, Hassan 43,
Mysuru 34 and Tumakuru 32
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railway line

Doubling
demands
automatic
signalling,
removal of
level

crossings,
etc

acost-sharing ment.
The track doubling will re-
quire the elimination of mul-
tiple Level Crossings (LCs).
There are over 10 LCs on the
Yeswanthpur-Hosur stretch,
including the ones at Kagga-

dasapura, Carmelaram, Heb-
bal, Sanjaynagar, Nagawara
and Chinnappanahalli.

These crossings have been
A perennial source of severe
trafficcongestion, partcularly
during peak hours.

Enhanced capacity of this
line will eventually boost the
suburban rail project.

Besides aiding the introduc-
tion of more trains, additional
stations will have to be built to
maximise the track’s true po-
tential.

10 more stations

Rail activists had also sought
atleast 10 more stations on the
line, including at Doddanekun-
di, Munnekolala, Huskur Road
and KHB Layout Suryanagar.

Since K-RIDE is also tasked
with the suburban rail imple-
mentation, Dvamannavar feels
itcould plan and ensure seam-
less integration between the
WO Projects,

Besides, double-tracking
will also help the future exten-
sion of the suburban rail net-
work from Heelalige to Hosur,
he said.



Protecting peri-urbanareas key
tosaving Bengaluru, says study

BENCALURU, DHNS

For a city that is fast losing its
greenery and natural land-
scape, Bengaluru needs to
protect its peri-urban areas
for a sustainable future, re-
searchers from three univer-
sities have warned, stressing
the need for a policy for the
transition zones.

The work on the ‘Structure
and composition of feld mar-

in vegetation in the rural-ur-
interface of Bengaluru®
was a collaborative effort be-
tween the Institute of Social
and Economic Change, Indi-
an Institute of Space Science
and Technology and Univer-
sitit Kassel, Germany.

The researchers studied
1.4 lakh-hectares in Dodda-
ballapur where they found
that the built-up area has
increased from 7.10% in 1991
to 19.06% in 2018. They not-
ed that it was high time two
monitor the increased builte-
up aren in former suburban
towns such as Yelahanka.
Hesaraghatta, Hoskote and
Attibele,

The transition zones be-
tween rural and urban areas,
the researchers said, might
serve as repositories of bio-

areas have rich biodiversity.
diversity, more specifically
of indigenous species that
are not available in the wild.
The study found 75 species
of Mlora in peri-urban areas of
Bengaluru (like Yelahanka)as
opposed to 48 species in the
rural zone.

Sunil Nautiyal, the lead
researcher and professor
at the Centre for Ecological
Economics and Natral Re-
sources at ISEC, said urgent
changes in the policy were
needed to protect the transi-
tion zones. “Transitdon zones
act as a big buffer to protect
the core urban areas. They
will play a major role in Ben-
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galuru’s environment, from
its weather to the growing
human-animal conflict. It is
important to protectand con-
serve them,” he said.

The study results also
showed that peri-urban area
had rich biodiversity, “The
rural zone has 48 species,
whereas the highly dynamic
peri-urban area, which is the
transinon zone, contains 75
species. the researchers said,
citing the shift from subsist-
ence farming 1o commercial
farming,

Nautival sail monitoring
was required 1o ensure that
biodiversity was continued in
those areas. He said various
government agencies like
BDA, BMRDA and BEMP
must draw a master plan that
would take into considera-
tion the role of the transition
ZONES.

“A lot of work is done to
protect rural and urban local
systems, but there s no poli-
Cy on transition zones. The
policy makers should deade
whether the ransiton zone
is a |0-km or 20-km area sur-
rounding the city and drawup
plans to protect its landscape,
starting with regulations on
the change of land use.”



Norms on NY parties

soon: Sudhakar

BENGALURL, DHNS
aving prohibited pub-
lic celebrations, Kar-

Hnmn ka will come up
with detailed suidelines for
celebrating New Year during
the pandemic in a day or two,
Health Minister K Sudhakarin-
formed the Legislative Council
on Monday.

Sudhakar said that the gov-
ernment was ready to tackle
a possible second wave of
Cownd-19.

“We're taking all measures
to prepare for such an event,”
he said, adding that restricting
New Year celebrations will
also be important to curb the
spread of the pandemic.

On complaintsof overcharg-
ing and related issues faced by
Cowvid-19 patients and victims,
he said that the grievance cell
of Suvarna Arogya Suraksha
Trust had received 122 com-
plaints, adding that directions
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were issued to initiate action
AgAINST erring partics.

JINS) member S L Bhige-
gpowda noted that families of
Covid-19 victims were being

charged lakhs of rupees by hos-
pitals and there were instances

when hospitals had refused 1o
hand over bodies, pending pay-
ment. Highlighting the plight
of one Padmakshi, a teacher
from Moodbidire in Dakshina
Kannada distnict, Bhojegow-
da said she wascharged RA6.5
lakh for hospitalisation and
rreatment.

Sudhakar said cases of over-
charging generally pertained
to cases where admissions to
hospitals were made without
the government referral sys-
tem for Covid-19 patients.

Toa OO intment
of doctors and medical staff dur-
ing the pandemic, Sudhakarsaid
the government was mulling
over extending the services of
6,500 contract personnel,



Docs on Covid grind not paid for months

Doctors, from Page 1

Dr Caron Harshitha, Forensic
Medicine SR arCIMS, wld DH
that the doctors wereentithed
to Rs 60,000 per month,
“We are posted to rural are-
as where we have to fend for
ourselves with no accommio-
dationand pay.”

The fle has not even
miwved in a few colleges, said
Dr Dayanand Sagar, presi-
dent of KARD. “Salaries hav-
en't been credited even once.
At BMCRI, we have been told
that the stipend for two more

manthswill be credited soon,”
he said.

The doctors have also de-
manded allowance for Covid
work outside hospitals. As
academic activities came toa
grind inthe past nine months,
theydemand arefund of their
fees (junior residents have
paid Rs 1,.20,000, superspe-
ciality residents have paid Rs
2,30,000) for the current ac-
ademicyear.

For MBBS house surgeons
who aredoing compulsory ro-
tatory internships, there are
no guidelines on when their

internship will come toan end.
They have been told that it may
be extended by three to four
maonths, Thesestudentshave o
prepare for MD or MSentrance
exams but are engaged in end-
less Covid work, they say.
DrGayatn V.a BMCRI house
surgeon, said, “Internship is a
training period when we have to
doundergomandatory training
in hospital services for 365 days,
which we have competed. But
here, we're doing only Covid,

We want the skillset that a nor-
mal meritstudent possesses. We
want clarity on when ourintern-
shipwillend.”

Dr Namrata C. a postgrad-
vate student of BMCRI, said
that in the past nine months,
the government has failed
to recruit doctors for Cov-
id duties and has exploited
postgraduate students, “We
demand medical colleges to
be exempt from Covid work,”
she said.

Resident doctors stage a protest in front of Bangalore Medical College on Monday,
demanding payment of Covid risk allowance. o PHOTOS K DINESH

Resident doctors will be paid
within aweek: minister

BENGALURU, DHNS: It has
come to the notice of the gov-
ernment that the salaries to
resident doctors, who have
been deploved on mandatory
service, have not been credit-
ed, Medical Educanion Minis-
ter Dr K Sudhakar said,

The delay is due to tech-
nical reasons, he said, and
assured that the salaries will
be released within a week.
Until then, the administra-
tive bodies of the medical col-
leges have been instructed
to pay the doctors. The chief
secretary to the department

has discussed the matter with
the department of finance, he
added.

Bangalore Medical College
and Research [nstitute (BM-
CRI) Dean Dr C R Jayanthi,
said, “Resident doctors have
made a request for Covid-19
allowance and refund of fees
for this academic year. We
will have to forward it to the
government to see what it
decides.”

She said the issue needs to
be discussed with the Chair-
man of the Governing Coun-
il (Medical Education Min-

ister). “Online classes did go
on during the pandemic. Fi-
nal vear MBES exams are in
March, The completion date
for their internship has to be
decided by the Vice Chan-
cellor. | need to write a letter
o him," she said.

As far as non-Covid services
at Victoria Hospital are con-
cerned, thenew OPDworkison
the e of completion. “We
are looking at Decemnber 20,
Thetower block should alsobe
ready by then, Except Medicine
andSurgery, allother OPDsare
functional,”she said,



twin towers project

Rs1,25kcr project
plnnedat Aran
RaoCircle

BENGALURU, DHNS

heCabineton Mondayis
learnt to have approved
the construction of
‘twin towers’ at Anand Rao
Circle in Bengaluru at an es-
timated cost of Rs 1,251 crore.

According to sources, the
building will have up to 50
Roors. The twin towers, which
will have an area of 15 lakh
sqft, will accommodate 40%
central government offices
and 60% state government.
There will be 25 common
meeting halls. It will be con-
nected o both K owda
and Mantri Mall Metro sta-
tions, and an elevated path-
way to Vidhana Soudha is also
proposed, sources said.

The project will be taken
upunder public-private part-
nership(PPP)model. The Na-
tional Buildings Construction
Corporation Lud will imple-
ment this in consultation with
the state government.

The “twin towers’ project
was announced by Chief
Minister B S Yedivurappa in
his 2020-21 budget, for which
Rs 400 crorewas shown as ex-
penditure, The idea is “to fa-
cilitate all the government
departments to function in
one building.”

The Cabinet also cleared
“planned and suceessful im-
plementation of New Edu-
cation Policy notified by the
Central government,” while
Bills to set up three new pri-
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vate universites - New Hori-
zon University, Aria Univer-
sity and Acharya University
- were referred to a Cabinet

Administrative approv-
al for the revised detailed
project report of the Upper
Bhadra Project, which will
cost Hs 21.473.67 crore, was
also cleared, sources said. In
astatement, Water Resourc-
es Minister Ramesh Jarkiho-
li said 60% of funding for the
project will be by the Centre
and 40% will be borne by the
state, He also said that the
Centre will soon declare this
as a national project.

The Cabinet is understond
to have deferred its decision
on granting permission for
round-the-clock mining and
transportation of major min-
eralsin the state,

Environmentalist Saalu
marada Thimmakka will get
three acres of gomala land
for agnicultural purpose, the
Cabinet decided. The land
is situated in Madigondana-
halli in Ramanagara district.
The Cabinet also cleared 101
acres land for the Tourism
department to construct
a ropeway between Kollu-
ru and Kodachadri Hill in
Udupi district.

The Protection of Interest
of Depositors in Financial
Establishment {Amendment)
Bill, 2020, the Karnataka
State Mental Health Care
Rules, 2020, the University
of Horticultural Sciences
{Amendment) Bill, 2020 and
the Karnataka Education
Department Services (De-
partment of Public Instruc-
tions Recruitment ) Amend-
ment) Rules, 2020 were

approved by the Cabinet,
sources said.



TV actor Divya Bhatnagar succumbs to Covid-19

MUMBAI, DHNS: TV actor
Divya Bhatnagar, who was di-

e TR COVID-19 Tracker
away at the SevenHills Hosps-

o E
Divya (34), who was part of m -

teleserial Yo Rishoa Kya Kehlo- TS.?E? 1855341 47,774
ta Hai, Udaan, Jeer Gayi Toh m 639,665 2441 3.:13 zi
Prvag Morreand Vishandreal  Kamataka H?E'? 894004 11867 998 1
ityshows, waslivinginMumbai  West Bengal 23829 505054 B771 2214 48
alone, She was suffering from — Delhi 22486 593924 9706 1674 63
pneumonia and last month  Uttar Pradesh 21732 556397 7944 1453 20
was diagnosed as suffering  Haryana 21671 245288 2611 1392 | 23
from Cowd-19. U"-'Er. ﬂ!'E Past  Chhattisgarh 19589 248232 131010 1423 21
few days, she was critical and  gujarat 14493 220168 4095 1380 @ 14
Wﬂm}mﬂmﬂ!ﬂﬂ‘mm *:f“- MadhyaPradesh 13443 215957 3347 1452 10
unh;-unhtulu:n_RImedmr - .
estDivya. O3, . 97,03,898
Her friend and actor De- TOTAL ACTIVE TOTAL TOTAL
voleena Bhattarjee wrote: “1 CASES RECOVERED INFECTED
know life was too hard on you
The pain was intolerable but

[ know today you must be in
a better place and [ree from
all the sormows, pam, sadness,
lies.”
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HC to state: Come out with
med insurance for elderly

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

The Karnataka High Court on
Monday directed the state and
central governments to come
out with a scheme to extend
medical insurance to senior
citizens.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Abhay Shreeniwas
Oka and Justice § Vishwajith
sShetty was hearing a publie
interest litigation filed by city-
based Letzkit Foundation.

Dedining to issue directions
as prayved by the petitioner to
the authorities to issue medi-
cal insurance policies to sen-
ior citizens at a lower premi-
um or at affordable cost, the
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division bench said that it can-
not pass such orders in this
regard as the insurance poli-
cies will be issued based on
various factors including
com mercial.

“As this court cannot issue a
direction to issue insurance
policy to senior citizens, we
direct the state and central
Fover nments to come out with
a scheme for senior citizens,
especially in the light of the
Covid-19 pandemic”, the bench
said.

The bench observed that it
is repeatedly held by the apex
court that right to health is a
right under Article 21 of the
Constitution.

CONTINUED ONM: P3



CHALLENGING HC
State govt to

approach SC
on BBMP poll

ENS @engay

THE Earnataka government is
approaching the Supreme
Court in appeal against the re-
cent High Court direction on
conducting BEEMP elections at
the earliest.

Eecently, the high court di-
rected the government to con-
duct BEMP elections within six
weeks from the date of issuing
reservation notification. A
meeting was convened under
the chairmanship of Law Min-
ister JC Madhuswamy, along
with MLAs from Bengaluru.

Madhuswamy said that a
dedicated BBMP Act is planned
for the city and ithas to be kept
outside the existing Karnataka
Municipal Corporation Act. Be-
sides this, the new caste census
WwWill bee ot in 2021, and will give
a more accurate picture of the
population of Bengaluru.
“Based on the latest census re-
port, it will be difficult for us to
conduct elections soon, we need
time and are planning to ap-
proach the apex court,” the
minister said.

The minister said that elec-
tions cannot be conducted for
the existing 198 wards as the
State government has already
issued notification for 243
wards, and this has been ap-
proved by all party legislators.
“We are also planning to bring
in a separate BBMP bill in this
session. Based on this, we will
approach the Supreme Court,”
he added.

BEMP joint legislature com-
mittee chairman S Raghu, and
MLAs Satish Reddy, SR Vish-
wanath, N Munirathna, Ar-
avind Limbavali and Ramalin-
ga Reddy were present.

Nine months on, ASHA workers still unpaid, demands ignored

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@hengalury

NINE maonths into the pandem-
ic, the Karnataka government
hasnot looked into the demands
of ASHA (Accredited Social
Health Adivists) workers, and
their financial stability remains
largely ignoved by the State and
Central governments,

Though they are at the fore-
front of the State's fight against

Covid, several have not received
their monthly wages of 24,000
for several months. Their main
demand of hiking their hano
rurium to T12,000 remains unful-
Milled, asthey have failed to meet
Health Minister K Sudhakar
Malleshwarl, an ASHA work-
er at Sultanpalya Primary
Health Centre in RT Nagar, has
not recelved her wages from
September 2019 to August 2020,
but has continued with her du-

ties. “Ever since Covid hit, we
have been identifying houses,
taking down detalls of Covid-
positive patients, conducting
doarto- door surveysol primary
and secondary contacts, andalso
carrying out our regular health
duties,” Malleshwari said. She,
like many others, did not receive
the paltry sum of 1,000 per
month, promised by the Centre
for Covid-related work.

Rama TC, state committee
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member, All India United Trade
Union Centre, said, "Owing to
technical problems on the RCH
partal, several women have not
received their pay for months.
Though an ASHA worker ca-
ters to apopulation of 2500ina
eity like Bengaluru, they are
expected to serve inotherareas
of the city as well. They con-
duct 56 odd health surveys for
the health department.”
Sudhakar told TNJE that

Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa
is committed 1o ensuring the
welfare of Ashaworkers. T met
representatives from ASHA
workers association. Govern-
ment guidelines clearly men-
tion that they are volunteers/
act ivists and not contractual or
outsourced employess. Incen-
tives are paid based on perform-
anee. But in Karnataka, we pay
26,000 per month., apart from
incentives,” hesaid.

MAIN DEMANDS

= Hike salary to 12,000,
as opposed to variable
honorarium,
incentive-based pay

= Provide masks, hand
sanitiser and PPE kits
to all ASHA workers
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B'LURU WATCH

Covid figures for Dec 7
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casualties (55%) were senior citizens
- aged 60 or above. The average
fnlahl age was ﬁ.

# DISCHARGED [j 1,601

A total of 76,471 tests were
conducted in the state on Monday.
Of these 6,472 were Rapid Antigen

Detection tests. RT-PCR and other tests made the rest.
A total of 1.18 crore tests have been conducted so far.
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The case fatality rate for 6 December rose 0.90% to

1.1%. The positivity rate went up as well, from 1.27%

to 1.3%. 279 patients were in the ICU as on Monday.
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OFFERING HOPE Docs Say Even If Antibodies Disappear Six Months On, Immune Cells Remember First Attack And Mount A Response
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Missing antibodies does not mean loss
of immunity, say experts citing study

Sunitha.Rao@timesgroup.com

Bengalmu: A US-based study
that individuals exposed to Cov-
11-18 can have a falrly long lm-
mme responss has sparked guard-
ed hope among experts involved
In managing the pandemic In the
state, as they feared immunity
would be short-lived since many
Infected people had no antibodies.

DrV Ravl, former head of neu-
rovirology, Nimhans, said the
study revealed most people — not
overybody — showed an Immune
response against the infoction af
ter recovery. However, the study is
awalting peer review and publica-
tion in a scientific journal.

“The study shows that while
antibodiss wane, the iImmune cell
Tesponse s present and this is very
encouraging " satd Dr Ravi. “We
Thope it will last long.”

Conductad by researchers at
the Centre for nfections Diseases
and Vaccine Research, La Jolla
Institute of Immunaology, Callfor-
nia, thestudy claims memaory cells
help people who have recovered
from an Infection fend off another
attack even six months after the
initial infection.

In 80% of the respondents of
185 recovered patients, immune
memory consisting of three im-
munological compartments was
maasurahle even five months latar,

that durable immunity
against Covid-19 is a possibility.

Loue-usma Experts say Covid-19 i grmlar to SARS outhreak mdstu:ies
show that people who contracted SARS had immunity for two years

Although there have been
suspected reinfections across
the state, they comprise less
than 1% of the total cases,
points out Dr Giridhara R Babu,
epidemiologist and member of
the state’s Covld-19 technlcal
advisory committes.

“Althoush the study is pending
pear review, T am relleved that im-
munity lasts long and 1t will settle
at least some unresolved ques-
tions,” Dr Babu sald. “Tt’s wrong
to say the absence of antibodies
implies no proteciion. Antibodies
will wane, but memory cells will
remaln Intact.”

Hesald this means that the im-
mune system will remember the

previous infoction and mount a
response when next exposed to the
virus. “That'sasign of real protec-
tlon,” Dr Babu sald. “Antibodles
for any disease will not remain in
the blood forever.”

Dr Doopak Sehgal, professor
and head, department of Life
Sciences, Shiv Nadar Univer-
sity, Greater Nolda, concurred
with Dr Babu, saying therelsa
high similarity between SARS
that broke in 2002 and the ongo-
Ing pandemic.

“Though antibodies may re-
duce over the years, memory
cells In the Immune system are
activated when there is an expo-
sure for the second time,” Dr

Haryana, who has been working
on computational models of the
Covid-19 spread in the country,
says that in models, it is easy to
account for the slow loss of
immunity from infection and to
project what this might imply for
the pandemic in the long term.
“The most likely
consequence is annual waves of
infection if Covid-19 is not
completely eliminated,” Menon
said. “But, for Covid-19, we don't

LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS

know whether a significant
number of those infected will
indeed be susceptible to
infection six months to a year
later. We also don’t lnow just
how long immunity offered by
vaccines will last.” However, this
could be true of other infectious
diseases too and influenza is an
example, says Menon, “Catching
it [influenza] once guarantees a
person only immunity in the
short term. However, if you
catch measles when you are
young, your immunity lasts a
lifetime,” Menon said.

Sehgal sald. However, he admit-
ted the US-based study does not
have scientific reference yet to
prove its polnt.

Different strins

Dr Sehgal quotes a 2007 study by
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), US, that said
refnfiection was possibile for severe
acute respiratory syndrome after
three years. Researchers had stud-
Jed 176 people who had SARS and
notlead that they harboured spe-
cific antibodies for an averags two
years. There was a signiflcant re-
duetion in Immunoglobulln tn the
third year The study suggested
people may be susceptible to rein-

fectlon after throe years of inlilal
exposure, he said.

Dr Sehgal said Covid-19 rein-
fections are possible sinco the
chances of different sirainsof the
virus infecting people in different
eplsodes aro high. He sald diffor-
ent strains will have different lev-
els of infectivity.

“There are similaritles be-
tween SARS and the current pan-
demic,” Dr Sehgal said. “Tt is said
that there are 16 different sirains
of SARS-CoV2across the world so
far Though there i no proof, 1t is
possible reinfections can occur
The stralns of the virus affocting
aperson in two different episodes
could be different.”
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Active cases Increase in
B’luru over past week

TinEs NEwS NETWOR

Bengaluru: The Covid-19 active
caseload in Bengaluru may have
fallen from mare than 50,000 In Octo-
ber to less than 20,000 by the end of
November, but there has been a slight
Increasae In the number of people
recovering from the disease over the
past few weeks.

A report titled ‘Covid-19 mega cit-
les: Trend analvsis’, compiled by
Jeevan Raksha, states that on No-
vember 28, Bengaluru had 18,366 ac-
tive cases, which increased to 19,185
by December 5 — a 4% rise. In a
week's time, active cases increased
by 819. Jeevan Raksha 1s an
Inttiative of Proxima, a management
consultant firm.

The data research and analysls
team, which has been working on
compiling Covid data from all
metro cltles, polnts out that the ac-
tive case burden in Bengaluru 1s
gradually increasing.

As per data available, over the
past two weeks, Delhl has been sue-
cessful in bringing down 1ts active
caseload by nearly 15,000 and in the
past week alone and the lockdown In
the national capital reduced it by
almost 10,000, Active cases have
dropped In Kolkata, Mumbal, Chen-
nal, and Ahmeadabad too.

As on Monday, there were a total
19,260 active cases In Bengalurm. The
clty has so far seen 4,180 Covid fa-
talities. Bemgaluru has been success-
ful in substantially reducing the
numberof deaths In November when
compared to October, says Mysore
Sanjeev, convener, Jeevan Raksha.
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Asper the report, 75% of the four
million tests conducted by mega cit-
1es between November 7 and Decem-
ber 5, were conductad by Bengalorn
(1.3 million) and Delhi (1.6 million)
alone. It further adds that Delhl's
ET0ss tost positivity rate (Including
retests) of 9.8% reflects the high
symptomatic tests and also stralnad
testing capacity Bengaluru's gross
test positivity rate stond at 1.9 %, in-
dicating improved testing capacity
and high testing of low risk people.

The report also says Bengalurn
tops the list among flve mega cities

on tests per milllon people (TPM)
with 3.7 lakhs tests. The corre-

sponding TPM data from other
mega cltles are: Daelhi 3.5 lakh,
Ahmedabad 2.8 1akh, Chennai 1.8
lakh and Mumbai 96,0:0.



Cluster outbreak fears as 45 garment
workers in Maddur test positive

Tises News NETWORK

Mandya: Forty-five workers em-
ploved in factories located in Soman-
ahalli Industrial Area in Maddur
taluk tested positive for Covid-19 on
Monday, sparking fears of a cluster
outbreak similar to one in Nanjan-
gud during the nationwide lnckdown
in March-April and spreading Jitters
among factory workers.

The situation in the industrial
area remalined tense for a fow hours
as employees struck work, volcing
fears that they would catch the infiec-
tion. Factory managements threat-
ened workers with severe action,
inclnding termination of services if
they did not return to work.

Employees finally resumed their

duties after factory managements
agread to increase safety measures,
Including extending 10-days pald lesve
for those who catch the infiection.

The management of Gill Wood
factory, where the 45 workers testad
positive, sald they will conduct Cov-
1d-19 tests on all employees before
restarting operations.

Factory managements say more
than 7,000 people are employved in dif-
ferent garment factories in the area
and the foar of the virus spreading to
the entire industrial area is palpable
as it would become a Covid-19 hotspot.

Garment workers say they are
caught between the devil and the
deep seas as they are under pressure
to continue work or face retrench-
ment. Many of them had no income

during the lockdown. “We don't have
much choice,” one worker said. “Dis-
trict authorities have to take appro-
priate action and save us from this
precarious situation.”

A senlor government officlal
from the labour department sald a
team from the health and labour de-
partments will visit the industrial
area on Tuesday Depending on the
situation a decision on whether to
shut down all factories or keep them
open will be taken.

“Factory managements have been
directed to strictly follow Covid-19
safety protocols,” the offlcial sald.
“It 15 a serlons matter that such a
large number of garment workers
have contracted the virus. We will
take an appropriate decision soon.”
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Allow non-Covid serwces In hosp Medicos

Tmes News NeTwoRs

Bengaluri: Mare than 200 med-
icos of Bangalore Medical Col-
lege and Research Institute
staged a protest In the college
campus on Monday, demanding
complete resumption of non-
Covid services In hosplials as-
sociated with thelr Insttotion.

Students said they were miss-
ing out on practical training at
outpatlent units since April,
when Victoria Hospital began
treating only Covid cases, All
other medical colleges In the
state except Victoria have re-
sumed non-Covid treatment.

Following the protest, au-
thortties called fior a meoting and
non-Covid services are now
slated to begin from December
21 at Victoria hospltal.

Syed Asi

BADLY TRANED? Bangalore Medical College and Research Institution medicos
on Monday staged a protest, demanding resumption of non-Covid services

Earnataka Association of
Resident Doctors (KARID) has
domanded exclusive non-Covid
care at all povernment medical
colleges in Karnataka. “The pan-
demic has led to collatoral dam-

age for non-Covid patients who
arebelng made o run around for
treatmont. Patlonts are missing
out on treatment and we are
missing out on training. Tt could
have been managed bettor,™ pro-

testing doctors told TOL.
Except for first-year MBBS
stidents, all madicos are trained
for a minimum three hours in
the clinic every day, but the pan-
demie has dirupted that.
KARD representatives also
met authorities in the medical
education department and
sought exemption from paying
tuition fiee for the academic year,
“Classes have not been held
sinee March, but we are made to
pay Rs 1.1 lakh tuition fee for
MD/MS course,” said Dr Day-
anand Sagar, prosident, KARD,
“We have also missed out on
seminars and case conferences.”
EARD members also de-
manded the stato clear pending
stipend payment of senior resi-
dent doctors In govermument hos-
pitals and medical colleges.
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Govt plans to cover 80 cr people
In second phase of vaccination

Sushmi. Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhl: In the second
phase of vaccination aga-
inst Covid-19, the govern-
ment plans to slgnificantly
scale up operatlons to cover
around 80 crore people
80% of the country's popula-
tlon — In an exercise almed
at achieving herd immuni-
t¥. The first phase, which
will cover health and front-
line workers as woll as "vul-
nerable” sectlons, 1s expec-
ted to roll out from January
and end latest by July,

The second, more ambi-
tious phase in terms of tar-
gets, could start even before
the priority group has been
fully covered, depending on
improved availability of
vaccines. The first phase It-

The first phase will cover
health and frontline workers
as well as vulnerable sections

self could reduce mortality
by B0-85% from the highly
infectious disease, offlclal
sources said.

This is Intended to cover
sectlons of the population
where prevalence of co-
morbidities is higher. The
age criteria for second pha-

seislikely tobe 35 and above
while there will be further
differentiation of vulnerab-
lesections. According tothe
framework being drawn up,
categorieslike teachers, drl-
vers and media personnel
will be considered.

“Vaccination has to be a
strateglc exerclse, particu-
larly in a country with a lar.
ge population. So, we have
decided to first inoculate 30
crore people. This will cover
the high risk population,”
an official told TOIL.

“In the second phase, we
are expecting a scale up in
vaccine availability. As so-
on as that happens, we can
cover 80% of the population
to achieve herd immunity
by breaking the chain of
transmission,” he added.

Review of applications by Serum, Pfizer on

p Continued from page 1

The vaccine 1s based on

a two-dose schedule

and its efficacy is de-
termined 14 days after the
socond dosage.

While US drug maker
Pfizer has offered its vac-
cine, developed along with
German firm BloNTech, SIT
has sought the approval for
Covishield which has been
developed by Oxford Uni-
versity and AstraZeneca in
the UK. SII has conducted
only brideing studies in In-

dia but is manufacturing
the shots. The Central
Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation (CDSCO) has al-
ready startedan internal re-
view of applications sub-
mitted by SII and Pfizer,
seckKing emergency author-
isation of their respective
vaccinecandidates inIndia.

The regulatory author-
ity will examine the appli-
cations based on three pa-
rameters — safety, quallty
and efflcacy — before pro-
viding its recommenda-
tlons to the Subject Expert

Committee (SEC). The SEC,
likely tomeet thisweek, will
evaluate the suggestions
and advise the drug regula-
tor, Drugs Controller Gener-
alof Tndia, on whether emer-
geney authorisation should
be granted or not. [kmay also
recommend conditions that
may apply to companies
manufacturing or market-
ing the vaccines in India.
Usually, the recommenda-
tlon from the SEC — which
comprises domain experts
— s accepted by the DCGI,
which grants final approval.
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HC questions ‘murder
attempt’ charge against
Tablighi participants

Rajesh Kumar Pandey | mn

Prayagra): The Allaha-
bad high court has obser-
ved that flling a charges-
heet for “attempt to mur-
der” against a person for
attending the Tablighi Ja-
maat meet at New Delhi,
even though that person
tested negative for the no-
vel coronavirus infection,
prima facie reflects an
abuse of the power of law.
“The matter needs
consideration,” Justice
Ajay Bhanot said whiledi-
recting the counsel for the
applicant, Mohammad Sa-
ad of Mau district, to imp-
lead the UP DGF, Mau 85P
and Mau circle officer as
respondents in the case.
The court also stayed
criminal proceedings re-
glstered against Moham-
mad Saad at police station
Kotwall, Mau district, un-
der IPC Sactlons 307 (at-
tempt t0 murder) and 270
(malignant act likely to
spread Infection of disea-
sedangerous to lifie) in the
court of the Juvenile Jus-

tice Board, Mau, till furt-
herorders.

The counsel for Mo
hammad Saad contended
that the prosecution said
in the chargesheet that
theapplicant had visiteda
rellglonscongregation or-
ganised by Tablighi Jama-
at in New Delhi butdid not
intimate the administra-
tlon of his arrival after re-
turning nor undergo vo-
luntary quarantine. The
counsel added that the
applicant had tested nega-
tive and contended that
even If evidence collected
during Investigation and
inthe FIR were taken at fa-
cevalue(though deniedas
Incorrect), no offence was
disclosed against the app-
licant. Hesaid that theori-
ginal chargesheet was
drawn up under [PC Sec
270 and another IPC sec-
tion, and even presented
In the court, but It was
then recalled and a fresh
chargesheet was submit-
tad under IPC Secs 307 and
270 as per the orders of the
Mau circle officer.
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Stumped over
BBMP’s road

L ] L
widening plans
Trees were cut to widen the road but
tree stumps are creating a traffic jam

ANANTHA SUBRAMANYAM K

| Y Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.reddy@timesgroup.com
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he residual stumps of around 10

trees that were chopped one month

ago have become a hurdle for the

smooth flow of traffic near the

Adugodi Main Road traffic junction.
Ironically, the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) had cut down these trees to
facilitate widening of the road.

“The trees were cut following the direc-
tion from Karnataka Lokayukta a month ago.
There was a long-pending dispute before the
Karnataka Lokayukta on these trees,” said
BBMT South Range Forest Officer
Chidanand.

When the residual tree stumps on the
road were brought to his notice, Chidanand
said that the forest department had given
permission to a contractor to cut down
the trees. “It is the responsibility of the
major roads department of the BBMP to
remove the residual stumps of the trees,”
the RFO said.

Mallikarjuna Swamy, a resident of
Adugodi, blamed the inefficiency of the
BBMP authorities for the traffic jams caused
due to the tree stumps.

“The traffic police have put up barricades
around the residual tree stumps. The road
was widened and trees were cut to make the
traffic junction free from traffic snarls. What
is the use of widening the road and cutting
those well-grown trees if the traffic slows
down due to the barricades around the resid-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 »
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This November, B'luru

could breathe a bit easy

Greenpeace India’s study says that though PM2.5 emissions reduced by
16.96 per cent from Nov 2019, it is more than WHO's prescribed limits

| Bangalore Mirror Bureaw
miybangaloremirror
Etimesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

ir quality in Ben-

galuru, Chennai,

and Hyderabad in

Movember 2020

has boen better
as compared to Novem-
ber 2019, according to an
analysis of Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data
by Greenpeace [ndia. The re-
duction in particulate matter
(PM) 2.5 emissions from No-
vember 2019 to November
2020 ranged from 16 w0 37
per cent among the three cit-
ies, However, the air quality
in all three cities still remains
higher than the prescribed
Waorld Health Organisation
(WHO) standards of 25 mi-
crograms {pgh'ma.

In Bengalurmi, the average
concentration of PM2.5 this
Movember was 33.49 pg'm3
as compared to 40.33pe/m3
in Movember 201%; implying
that the average concentra-
tion of FM2.5 reduced by
1696 per cent. Bapuji Nagar
and Javanagar remained hot-
spois with an average PM2.5
concentration of 42pgima
and 39ug/m3 respectively.

Acconding to the analy-
sis, Bengaluru only observed
12 days in November 2020
where the FM2.5 concen-
tration remained under the
prescribed WHO standards.
BTM™ layout in the city was
the least polluted arca with
an average PML5 conoentr-
thon of around 20pg/m3.

Chenmnai's air quality was
much better than Hyderabad
and Bengalura. Chennai's
average concentration of

In November this yaar, Bangaluru recordad an averaga

PM 2.5 emission of 33.49 pg/m3

if

Expansion of the city area and
population growth, along with

growth in economic activities in the

peri-urban areas, has resulted in

high rates of people owning vehicles
=Avirash Chanchal, climate campaigner st Greenpeace

PM2.5 was 34.11pg/m3 as
compared to 54,750 md in
Movember 2019,

According to an online
ool developed by IQAIr
AirVisual and Greenpeace
Southeast Asia, air pollution
from PM2.5 and nitrogen di-
oxide (No2) were responsible
for 7577, 6228, and 6374 pre-
mature deaths ively in
Bangalore, Hyderabad, and
Chennai from 1st January to
Septemiber 4, 2020,

Avinash Chanchal, a cli-
mate carmpaigner at Green-
peace India, sald: “Apart
from industries, vehicular
pollution continues to be a
major source of poellution
in these cities. Expansion of
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the city area and population
growth, along with rrowth
in ecomomic activities in the
peri-urban areas, has resulted
in high vehicle ownarship
rates. “It's high tme that
the governments and local
authorities adopt systemic
reforms on clean energy
and transport that includes
promotion of decentralised
models of renewable energy,
generation of green jobs,
measures to promote electric
vehicles and rebuilding of
triest in public transport.

If we don't act, these cities
will follow the fate of the
top polluting cities in terms
of health and economic
impact.”



Get testing, say
experts with
an eye on rise

Increase in active cases over the last week

R LT IR
Covid-related artwork has cropped up in several parts of
the city, reminding people to stay cautious
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Covid=related artwaork has croppeéed up in sevaral parts of

tha city, reminding peopla to stay cautious

| Sridhar¥ivan
[t mesgroup.com

TWEETS @eridharVMIRROR

t 15 true that the surge has
receded, but the last week
or 30 has been taxing as far
as covid cases go. The city is
seeing a small vet a gradual
increase in the number of ac-
tive cases. The city that had
the highest aclive cases in the
country with 65,000 cases had
gol the number of cases under
control, By November 1, there
were 30,958 active cases, which
reduced to 16,716 on Novem-
ber 5. But, since then, there has
been a slow upward movement
with the active cases reaching
19,636 on December 6,

A study by Jeevan Raksha
(during November 7 to De-
cember 5} shows that Delhi
has been successful in bring
down its active cases by nearly
15,000, The last week alone, it
reduced the number of active
cases by almost 10,000, On
the other hand, Bengaluru al-
ter suocessfully bringing down
the number of active cases to
fewer than 20,000 by early No-
vember is now slowly reversing
that trend. The number of ac-
tive cases have dropped in Kol-
kata, Mumbai, Chennai, and

Of the four million
tests in mega cities
during November T
to December 5,
75 per cent was
done by Bengaluru
and Delhi

-Mysore Sanjeey, Jeevan Raksha

Ahmedabad. Experts said that
the marginal increase in active
cases in Bengaluru called for
an Immedlate reviewing and
strengthening of the testing
PrOCESS,

Jeevan Raksha coordinator
Mysore Sanjeev said, “Seventy-
five per cent of the four million
tests conducted by mega cities
during November 7 to Decem-
ber 5 were carried oul by Ben-
galuru and Delhi (1.36 million
and 1.6 million lests respective-
l¥). Delhi's Gross Test Positivity
Rate {including retests) of 9.8
per cent reflects high sympto-
matic tests and also strained
testing capacity. On the other
hand, 1.9 per cent of Bengaluru
GTPR reflected improved test-
ing capacity and high testing of
low risk people.”

When It comes to testing,
Bengaluru has tested 3.78 lakh
per million population (TPM)
which is the highest among the
tive mega cities.

Bengaluru is now followed
by Delhi with 3.56 lakh TPM,
Ahmedabad at 2.88 lakh,
Chennai 1.87 lakh and Mum-
bai 96,000, Till date, 3.2 per
cent and 3 per cent of the otal
population of Delhi and Ben-
galuri have tested positve for
covid. The caseload in the six
megacities of India is 50 much
that they contribute to the 17
per cent of the total covid cases
in India.

During the study period, the
mega cities have added 2.51
lakh new covid caszes. While
Delhi added 1.58 lakh (63 per
cent) of the cases, Bengaluru
added the least with @ per cent
of the cases in the said period,
added Sanjeey.
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Green warrior gets
early Ghristmas

It’s just what he needed to help water trees and saplings he Ead planted

| ¥ Maheswara Reddy
c-maheswara.reddy
A timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

recn warrior Srecram

M, who along with

other volunteers had

planted Hundreds of

saplings along the
Mannam Nagar Road and mur-
tured them, got an early Chrlst-
mas gift. The Aikva Foundation
donated a trolley Ftted 1o a TVS
50 moped to Sreeram e help
him water the plants. Sreeram
M used to carry pots of water
on his bicycle everyday 1o waler
the plants and trees, even in the
harshest of summers. When it
would rain, Sreeram and other
volunteers would ensiire perco-
lation pits around the saplings
and remove weeds to Facilltate
the growth of plants without
any hurdles,

MNow, with the moped and
trolley, Sreeram won't have to
exert himself everyday making
mileiple rounds on his bike.

“We are impressed with
Sreeram’s contribution to ensur-
ing greenery in and around KR
Puram. All these years, Sreeram
was carrving water on his bicy-
cle. And to facilitate him we have
donated a trolley attached with a
maped 80 e can carry waker easi-
ly," said Paramesh §, President of
Aikya Foundation.

The volunteers of Aikya
Foundation have also helped
Srecram in his offorts to beautify
Mack spots on Mannam Magar
Road.
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“His selfless service is an

inspiration to the members of
Aikya Foundation," said Kubera
S, secretary of Alkya Foundation.

Apart from this, the
Foaindation has also arganized a
felicitation function for Sreeram
on Sunday, Thanking the Aikya
Foundation for their donation,
Sreeram sald that It would he of
great help. “This vehicle will be
of great use and [ will now be
able to carry around 300 litres of

His selfless service
is an inspiration for
the members of
Aikya Foundation.
And to facilitate him,
we have donated a
trolley attached to a
moped
—¥ubera 5,

secretary of Alkya Foundation
waber at the same Hme, instead of
in just two pots. It will also be

helpful to carry saplings and
other tonls anound,” said Sreeram.
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Additionallvy, Anthony
Swamy, former nominated cor-
porator to the Brubat Bengalum
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP)
Council from KR Puram, has
announced a donation of Hs
50,000 for purchase a four-wheel-
er for Sreeram, 50 he can spread
his greening efforts to more areas
in KB Puram.

Watch this
story come
alive on
your device
by scanning
this QR
code

DR
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After long, energy push

for waste at Kannahalli

Facility will be converted into Waste-to-Energy plant over next 2 yrs

Facility will be converted into Waste-to-Energy plant over next 2 yrs |
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[@timesgroup.com
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oiild this be the year,

when the grand plan

to set up a waste to

encrgy (WtE} plant

at Kannnahalll Fi-
nally kicks off? There seems
to he hope on the horizon for
the waste processing plant in
Kannahalli near Magadi Road,
where the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMIP)
sends aboul 350 tonnes per day
of mixed waste. Over a vear af-
ter signing a deal with a Swit-
zerland-based firm, the state
government has scheduled to
lay the foundation stone for
the waste-to-energy plant on
Wdnesday,

The firm, Satarem Enteprises
Pt Led, had first showed inter-
est in establishing a waste o
energy facility at the amea in
Juty, 2011 The State High Level
Committee had also given a go-
ahead in the same year. It, how:
ever, took neardy a decade for
the company to start the
iroind work due to muldple
regulatory clearances, initial
resistance to such Facilities in
the form of litigations and pro-
test by the villagers,

As per the agreement, the

"

Tha BBMP sends around 350 tonnes of mixed waste per day to the Kannahalli plant

BBMP will provide a tipping fee of T253
per tonne to process about 500 tonnes
of waste till the company establishes the
WLE plant. The firm is allowed to sell
about 18% of the compost to farmers

the form of “royalty” based on
the income the plant operstors
genarate by selling the energy 1o
Kamataka Electricity Regulatory

Commission (KERC). Cficials
said KERC has offered to pur-
chase power by paying Rs 7.9
per unit. The

BEM P will provide a tip-
ping fee of ks 253 par
tonne to process about
S00 tonnes of waste Hll
the company establishes
the WtE plant. The firm is
allowed wo sell about 18
per cent of the compost
(after processing the
waste) to the farmers
through the agriculture
department. Fach tonne of
compost is expected to
generate about Bs 1,200,
including a subsidy of Rs
BIMI,
The civic body, which
has granted about 20 acres
of land on a 30-year lease,
will start getting payment in

wﬂ-.nmurhrrh.-u-him-d-p

h':nj_.rl]mrr

BM had reported ahout the barriers to WtE plants; and about the
Tirst such plant o come up in the city in Bidadi

comnpany that is making ar ind-
tal Investment of abowt Re 250
crore is hopeful of generating
about 14 MW of power.

This is going to be the sec-
ond waste-to-energy plant
being establishied in the Citv,
Recently, the Karnataka Power
Corporation Ltd (KPCL) estab-
lished a similar facility im Bidadi
on a similar agreements.

“We would start accepting
mixed waste of 500-700 TPD
after a moneh of signing the
concession agreement and
thereafter astahlish the waste to
coergy in 21 months. Till the
waste-to-energy plant Is estab
lished, we would want a pro-
cessing fee pald to us on similar
lirves to what is being paid to the
existing concessionaries, After
establishing the facility, the tip-
ping fee could be stopped.” the
company had said in an under-
raking to the government.

The plant adopts multipur-
pose co-combiston technology
to convert bicdegradable waste
into compost, Bottom ash will
be used o make construction
material.
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Tree stumps create
road blocks again

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

down due to the barricades around
the residual tree stumps?" Swamy
asks.

Arun Prasad, an environmental-
ist, has blamed the BBMP major
roads department for not prepar-
ing a plan to save the trees while
widening the road. “What will
happen to the green cover in
Bengaluru if the BBMP authorities
continue cutting trees for one rea-
son or the other? The BBMP
authorities should have planted
around 100 saplings on the road
side for cutting 10 trees but noth-
ing has been done till date,” said
Arun Prasad.

Meanwhile, Adugodi Traffic

Police Inspector Ashok Kumar said
that the BBMP engineer had direct-
ed the contractor to remove the
residual tree stumps with the help
of an earth moving machine but
the plan had to be abandoned due
to the live electric underground
cables.

“ A few electric cables were dam-
aged while removing one of the
residual tree stumps. The contrac-
tor had to pay Rs 40,000 for dam-
aging the electric cable. Now, the
contractor has been asked to
remove the residual tree stumps
manually. All the hurdles on this
road will be cleared within a few
days to ensure smooth flow of traf-
fic at this junction,” said Ashok
Kumar.
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES
K’taka Farmers Back Bandh; B’'luru Spared

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: Nearly 300 farmer
proups in Karnataka have
pledged support to the nationwide
bandh called on Tuesday In pro-
test against the new farm laws de-
regulating the sale of crops, say-
ing they would hold demonstra-
tions against the NDA regime's
farm sector policies at all district
headquarters and block move-
mentof traffic atall highways.

The farmer groups, however,
spared Bengaluru from Tuesday's
bandh as they plan to hold a rally
in the clty on Wednesday,

In any case, Karnataka may not
see much impact of the bandh as
the ruling BJP is expected to en-
sure normal life in the state.

@ weDNESDAY RALLY

E Morethan

10,000

farmers plan
(0 gher aoVidhana
SoudhaonWednesd dy
“We will stage protests and block
the highways in all disiricts ex-
cept Bengalurn. More than 10,000
farmerswill come to Bengaluru to
gherao Vidhana Soudha a day af-
ter,” sald Kodlihalll Chandrashe-
kar, presidentof Karnataka Rajva

Raitha Sangha.
He said the bandh will be peace-
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ful and appealed to the state gov-
ormment to cooperate with the
protesting farmers.

Though the farmer groups have
spared essential supplies from
the bandh, any disruption In
movement of goods carriers
would delay arrivals of essonilal
sinff including vegetables in
Bengaluru city, the largest con-
sumption centre in the state,

Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Commitiee president DE Shiv-
akumar announced his partys
support to the bandh call as a
mark of his party's solidarity
with the issues farmers have
ralsed. The recent agriculture
laws have created confuslon and
the sector 1s being passed on to
businessmen and others, he told
media persons.

Poliloquy rerasan

We invited the farmers to the
dining hall, but they chose to
squat in their socialist comfort
zone o have their lunch!

EIGHT DISTRICTS REPORTED NEW CASES IN SINGLE DIGITS
State Continues to See a Dip in Cases

Bengalura: Karnataka on Monday reported 998 Covid-19
positive cases. The state also reported 11 new deaths due to
the infection. Bengalurn Urban district reported 501 cases

and seven deaths. Eight districts reported new cases in sin-

gle digits. while several districts were free of covid-related deaths.

The positivity rate for the day was 1.30%, and the case fatality rate
(CFR) was 1.10%, slightly higher than the povernment's targat of

keeping It below 1%, —Our Burean
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K’taka may Move SC
to get B'luru Civic
Polls Postponed

HC has said govt's move to increase no of
wards cannot apply to the present election

HC has said govt's move to increase no of
wards cannot apply to the present election

Akshatha.M@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: Karnataka will most
likely challenge the High Court or-
dor that requires the state election
commission (SEC) to hold polls to
Bengaluru's civic body, BEMP.

The court, acting on writ peti-
tions, directed the Commission
to hold polls in two months to 198
wards. The order has thrown a
spanner into the works of thesta-
te BJP regime which wants to in-
crease the number of wards from
the present 198 to 243 to align the
council slze with the Increase in
population.

Law minister JC Madhuswamy
was quotad In sections of the me-
dia confirming that the povern-
mont was planning to move the
APeX COUTt.

The government would regquire
time to redraw 243 ward bounda-
ries based on population, official
sources sald. They added the go-
vernment would require at least
oneyear tocomplete the exercise,
and they would submit the same
before the apex court.

The tenure of the 198-members
councl] endad three months ago.
The BJP regime has been trying to
put off the civic body palls, witho-
ut, however, committing to a date
onwhen 1t is11kely twohold the polls,

Boundaries of wards, at present,
are drawm based on the 2001 census
which scores of elected represen-
tatives, across party affiliations, vi-
ewasunscientific inview of thepo-
pulation growth In the past two de-
cades — steep in some pockets, mo-
derate in several othors

A joint select committee headed
by BJP legislator S Raghu that was
tasked to suggest the way forwanrd
fior the BEMP'S povernance stric
ture, has proposed to Increase the
number of wards from 198 to 243,
The government even amended
the Karnataka Municipal Corpo-

@ courToRDER

E HChastold

the SECto
announcethe
electionschedulewithin
six weeks fromthe date
of notification of ward-

wisereservation list

ratlon Act, 1976, in the last session
to provide for the Increase.

The court has told the SEC toan-
nounce theelection schedule wit-
hinslx weeks from the date of no-
tiflcation of ward-wise reserva-
tion lst. The court said the go-
VEImment's move to increase the
number of wardscannot apply to
the present electlon, a view that
could virtually put off the BJP's
plans by another five vears.

It was pretty well known even
before the council term expired
that the government would delay
the BBMP polls as much as 1t co-
uld as most Bengalurn MLAS, re-
gardless of thelr party affilia-
tioms, are not in favour of an elec-
ted council. A fresh set of corpo-
rators mean erosion of thelr
powers and clout in thelr respec-
tive Assembly constitnencles.

Political leadersand citizen gro-
ups are seging the recurrence of
the 2010 and 2M5 scenario when
the elactlons were held only after
the courts Intervention. The
BBMP polls were held in 2000, two
years after the council's term ex-
pired as the ruling BJP had cited
expansionof thecorporation and
delimitatlon exercise for the de-
lay In 2ms, the rullng Congress
postponed the electlon by six
months citing its efforts at rest-
ructuring the BEMP.
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